
CYPRESS POINT OWNER’S ASSOCIATION 
Annual Meeting 

November 9, 2015 
MINUTES 

 
I. Call to Order / Establish Quorum 
The Cypress Point Homeowner’s Association annual meeting was held on Monday, November 9 2015, at BREC 
Independence Park, 7505 Independence Blvd Room 111, Baton Rouge, LA 70806.   A quorum of members was 
present in person and by proxy.  See attached sign in for attendance.    
 
II. Opening Comments / Introduction of Board and Property Manager 
The meeting was called to order by Brenda Williams at 6:01 pm.  The current board of directors present was 
introduced: Brenda Williams, Rosemary Bickford, Sidney Vallon, and Silvia Carboni.  Kathryn Gutierrez with the 
property management company, Lewis Companies, was introduced.   
 

Brenda Williams gave an update on the last year.  Lewis Companies was selected as the new management 
company.  The pool area update (resurfacing, updating of the pool house, new rules sign, and pool hours) was the 
biggest accomplishment of the year.  The Cypress Point sign was repainted after it was thrown into the pool by a 
vandal.  The board met with the City-Parish regarding the sewer project that is going on.  B. Williams and R. 
Bickford met with the City-Parish regarding who had responsibility to maintain the streets.  The main drive is a city 
street and the alleys are the responsibility of the association members.  The landscaping project was also 
completed. 
 
III. Approval of 2014 Meeting Minutes 
Andrea Cassidy moved to approve the minutes of the November 3, 2014, annual meeting. Sidney Vallon seconded 
the motion; all were in favor. 
 
IV. Condominium vs. Townhomes 
Kathryn Gutierrez reminded those present that Phase I and Phase II are considered townhomes not 
condominiums.  In townhomes, the association does not maintain the exteriors of the units.  The unit owner is 
responsible for the upkeep of their lot including exterior walls and the roofs. 
 
V. Financials 
The financials were reviewed.  At the time of the meeting, the associations current balances were $48,991.75 in 
operating, $10,989.36 in the insurance account, and $6,043.39 in the reserve (insurance money remaining from 
fence) account.  The association ended 2014 with $45,073.09 in operating, $26,339.09 in the insurance account, 
and $6,036.57 in the reserve (insurance money remaining from fence) account.  A copy of the 2015 12 Month Cash 
Flow was reviewed that showed all the income and expenses for the year. 
A. 2016 Budget 
The 2016 Budget was reviewed.  The budget reflects no increase in homeowner’s association dues and the 
expenses are based on last year’s expenses.  K. Gutierrez pointed out that the association budgeted a reserve this 
year for capital expenditures.  Cassidy moved to approve the 2016 budget. The motion was seconded by Victor 
Musso; all were in favor. 
 
VI. Old Business 
A. Website and Facebook page 
The website address has been changed to www.cypresspointbr.org. The website has minutes, contacts, and all legal 
documents for the association on it. The Facebook account has also proven to be helpful for quick notification to 
board members from owners. 
B. Sewer Project Update 
Private engineers and City-Parish Engineers are both working on the project and it has been completed and they 
are currently working on the clean-up.    A member of the association indicated that he had spoken to a worker and 
a few concrete pours remained.   Project was to have been completed but was delayed due to rain.  A 
preconstruction video was made to make sure they did not do any damage.  Some neighbors have seen cracks that 
they believe may have been caused by the construction.  Prior to the sewer project the sewage was coming up 
through the manholes during heavy rains.  A blockage was cleared and it was thought to have addressed the 

http://www.cypresspointbr.org/


problem; however, Bickford said during the last rain it did happen again.  Williams asked about planting for the 
area and the two engineers gave her a different answer.  Williams asked for suggestions from the association on 
recommended landscaping that is fast growing and would help prevent erosion.  Robert Barham, Secretary of 
Wildlife and Fisheries, will ask a private land biologist to come out and give recommendations for plants/trees for 
the areas.  The association would like a fence put back up, the area by the Turner building blocked, and grass 
installed.  So far, the engineers have been noncommittal about the streets but the board is hoping repairs will be 
made upon completion. 
C. Engineering Study 
The reports have been completed and copies were present at the meeting.  A special assessment to make all of the 
repairs would be approximately $4,000.00 per unit (or lot).  The board has been looking into options.  The project 
is broken down by priority, secondary, and tertiary.  The total cost is estimated at $447,310.00.  The engineers 
have stated that if the priority is not done it will continue to deteriorate. 
 
VII. New Business 
A. Proposed Legislation 
The board is looking into proposing legislation to create an improvement district for Cypress Point.  There are 
approximately 24 of these districts in Baton Rouge.  If created, the association would receive money through an 
increase to property taxes collected by the sheriff.  A positive to this is that if the unit sold, the new owner would be 
responsible for the payments.  The district would give the association the ability to incur debt against the pledged 
property taxes.  Nicholas Felton was asked to speak about the proposed legislation for the ins and outs.  The first 
step would be to go to the representative or senator for the area.  A bill would be drafted and introduced by one of 
our legislators.  The bill would set up a purpose, rules, and governance for the district.  This type of bill generally 
passes easily.  Once property taxes are allocated lenders would be willing to lend.  The board would commit to take 
minutes and report to a legislative auditor each year.   Once our legislators agree, the timeline would be 1) a notice 
placed in the paper in January, 2) introduction of the bill during the 2016 legislative session, 3) placement on a 
ballot.  If approved by voters, the association could start collecting the tax on January 1, 2017.   Many of these bills 
pass for a 10 or 12 year time period that would be set in the bill.   The association will set an amount needed for the 
project and establish a time period for it to be collected.  The improvement project would go to bid in 2017 prior to 
starting the work, and the engineering firm would oversee the project.  The board asked the association if for 
permission to move forward with the possible legislation.  All of the City-Parish would vote on the bill.  It has to 
pass city wide and pass in the neighborhood.  Victor Musso moved to proceed with getting the improvement and 
crime prevention district of Cypress Point through the legislature.  The motion was seconded by Amy Richard; one 
opposed, all others present were in favor.  A special dedicated letter with details and options will be sent to the 
homeowners from the board.  Whitney Jordan moved that the maximum yearly amount of the tax increase be 
$300.00.  The motion was seconded by Nick Felton; all were in favor. 
B. Looking ahead to 2016 
Legislation is the major 2016 project along with moving into Phase II of the landscaping and the sale of common 
areas to adjacent homeowners pending appraisal and approval from the association. 
A discussion of the water leak in the front of the neighborhood took place.  Members asked if a list of recommended 
vendors could be added to the website, one owner suggest the Next Door App allows for neighbors to share 
vendors, information, etc. 
C. Servitude Update 
Rosemary Bickford is heading a committee to revise the bylaws to help with clarification and add some flexibility.  
Andrea Cassidy and Jan LeBlanc are also on the committee to help. 
 
VIII. Elections of Officers 
Nominations were taken from the floor.  Mindy Brooks and Andy Welper no longer wish to be on the board.  Nick 
Felton nominated the current board.  Andrea Cassidy was nominated by Brenda Williams.  Silvia Carboni 
nominated Whitney Jordan. Elizabeth Swoope moved to close nominations; the motion was seconded by Nick 
Felton; all were in favor.  Elizabeth Swoope moved to nominate the slate by acclamation.  Amy Richard seconded 
the motion; all were in favor. 
 
IX. Adjournment 
With no further business, Brenda Williams motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 PM.  The motion was seconded 
by Sidney Vallon; all were in favor. 


