
CYPRESS POINT HOMEOWNER’S ASSOCIATION 

Annual Meeting 

November 9, 2016 

Minutes 

 

 

Call to Order / Establish Quorum 

The Cypress Point Homeowner’s Association annual meeting was held on Wednesday, November 9, 

2016, at the East Baton Rouge Library-Bluebonnet Branch, 9200 Bluebonnet Blvd., Baton Rouge, 

70810.  A quorum of members was present in person and by proxy.  

 

Opening Comments / Introduction of Board and Property Manager 

The meeting was called to order by Brenda Williams at 6:32 pm.  The current board of directors present 

was introduced:  Brenda Williams, Rosemary Bickford, Sidney Vallon, Whitey Jordan, Andrea Cassidy, 

and Silvia Carboni.  Kathryn Gutierrez with the property management company, Lewis Companies, was 

introduced.  Brenda Williams thanked everyone for their attendance. 

 

Approval of 2015 Meeting Minutes 

Victor Musso moved to approve the minutes of the November 9, 2015, annual meeting with clarification 

of the dates of the annual meeting minutes.  Nicholas Felton seconded the motion; all were in favor. 

 

Condominium vs. Townhomes 

Kathryn Gutierrez reminded those present that Phase I and Phase II are considered townhomes, not 

condominiums.  The association does not maintain the exteriors of the units for townhomes.  Unit 

owners are responsible for the upkeep of their lot and home including exterior walls and the roofs. 

 

Financials 

A. The financials were reviewed.  At the time of the meeting, the association’s current balances 

were $44,190.79 in operating, $25,498.87 in the insurance account, and $21,060.32 in the 

reserve account.  A copy of the 2016 Twelve Month Cash Flow was reviewed that showed all the 

income and expenses for the year.  A list of delinquent homeowners was provided.  K. Gutierrez 

read the amount owed by each to those in attendance. 

B. The 2017 Budget was reviewed.  The budget reflects no increase in homeowner’s association 

dues, and the expenses are based on last year’s expenses.  K. Gutierrez pointed out that the 

association budgeted a reserve again this year for capital expenditures.  Bob Rivas moved to 

approve the 2017 budget.  The motion was seconded by Grant Herrin; all were in favor. 

 

Old Business 

A. Proposed Legislation:  Brenda Williams began the discussion on the proposed legislation which 

failed in 2016.  A certified letter was sent to all owners.  A notice was published in the paper as 

required by law.  The bill passed in the House of Representatives, but Senator Claitor refused to 

present it in the Senate.  B. Williams also alerted everyone of a recent break-in and reminded 

those present that if the legislation had been passed, then part of the money could have been used 

for security measures.  Nick Felton, who lobbied for the legislation, explained the process in 

detail.  B. Williams reminded the association members that the engineering study that was done 

several years ago estimated the street and drainage repairs to be around $500,000. E. Swoope 

moved to proceed with proposing the legislation again in 2017; the motion was seconded by G. 

Herrin.  The motion carried with one opposition and the remainder in favor. 



B.  Sewer Project Update:  B. Williams updated the association on the sewer project.  The Ward 

Creek sewer project is complete and the city repaired a portion of the private street which was 

damaged by the project.  Ward Creek has visible erosion problems.  B. Williams has been in 

contact with M. Watson with Councilman Heck’s office, and he came out to view the problem.  

June 30th was the last communication B. Williams had with the Councilman’s office, but she 

will continue to try to get answers.  Homes that back up to Ward Creek have also smelled 

sewerage.  Residents were reminded to call 311 to report any sewer issues.  There was some 

videoing done in September, but B. Williams has not heard back from anyone in regard to the 

findings. 

 

New Business 

A. Election of the Board of Directors:  Nominations for the 2017 Board of Directors were taken 

from the floor.  All current board members were willing to continue to serve.  G. Herrin 

nominated himself to join the board.  N. Felton moved to close nominations; motion was 

seconded by V. Musso.  All were in favor.  E. Swoope moved to nominate the slate by 

acclamation.  All were in favor. 

B. Architectural Control Committee:  S. Vallon volunteered to be on the ACC.  She spoke about 

the need for a committee to approve fences, sheds, and any other exterior changes.  The goal of 

the committee is to maintain cohesion in the neighborhood.  Allie McKowen and Trudy  

Gatechair volunteered to join S. Vallon to create the Architectural Control Committee. 

C. Looking ahead to 2017:  Cypress Point Crime Prevention and Improvement District legislation 

will once again be a project for 2017.  Creating welcome packets for the neighborhood will also 

be undertaken.  The board also plans to look into security cameras. 

D. Proposed Bylaws 
a. Discussion:  The floor was turned over to R. Bickford.  Rosemary Bickford, Andrea 

Cassidy, Kerry Morris and Jan LeBlanc formed the committee to edit the governing 

documents.  The association has two legal documents that govern the association.  The 

committee went line by line and made revisions.  The last time the documents were 

revised was in 1992 before there were garden homes.  A copy of the revised documents 

was mailed to all homeowners with a period for questions.  A few minor changes were 

made to the proposed documents and handed out at the meeting.  A copy is attached.  R. 

Bickford reviewed the major changes and a discussion took place. 

b. Vote: The voting was done by ballot.  All the ballots returned voted in favor of the 

bylaws changes.  Changes to the bylaws of the association were approved. 

E. Proposed Restrictions:  There were not enough owners represented to approve the changes to 

the restrictions.  Those present voted via ballot and the board will work to get the number of 

votes needed in the 30 days following the meeting. 

 

Adjournment 

With no further business, B. Rivas moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 pm.  The motion was seconded 

by Cameron Martin; all were in favor. 

 

 

 


